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100 Club - The last draw of the year took place
in Church on Sunday the 21st of August. The
winners of the £10 were the Frend family from
Linford. Claire has run keep fit evenings and a
very successful MacMillan coffee morning at St.
Francis for a number of years and her Mum
Linda was a regular in the early days of
Wednesday Drop In coffee mornings.
The Frends have all re-joined the 100 Club as
have many of the regular supporters. Further
ticket sales would be very much appreciated.
Remember if you join before the September 5th

you have 10 chances of getting your money
back and two chances of winning £50 but you
can join at any time and make a contribution to
Church Funds. Claire’s coffee morning is
September 30th 10.00 to noon and she would
appreciate your support. Norman
The Orsett show takes place on Saturday 3rd

September and the Thurrock deanery will be
having their usual marquee with activities. If
anyone is available and willing to help on the
day or with the setup on the previous Friday
please contact Revd. Sue Mann by email at:
rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk. If you are at the
show do look in on the Deanery tent and see
what they are up to.
Ride + Stride is the single largest source of
income for many Historic Churches Trusts
enabling them to make grants to places of
Christian worship. Taking place on the 2nd

Saturday of September (this year on the 10th

September) the funds raised are split between

the nominated Trust and the participants
chosen church or chapel.
In our Diocese the event is organised by the
Friends of Essex Churches Trust. If you would
like to take part and raise funds for both the
trust and St. Catherine’s more details can be
found at:-
https://www.friendsofessexchurches.org.uk/rid
e-stride
MacMillan Nurses - as Norman has mentioned
in his piece about the 100 club, Claire Frend is
organising a coffee morning for the MacMillan
nurses at St. Francis in Linford on Friday 30th

September. It has not been possible to run the
event during the COVID restrictions but this
year it is back! In the past it has raised a
considerable sum of money for the cause -
think “mini bazaar” rather than just a coffee
morning. Please support this event if you can.
Easy fundraising - We now have 17
supporters using this fundraising method and
recently received our payment for the 2nd

quarter of 2022 which amounted to £98.86. A
big thank you to all our supporters
Harvest - this year we will celebrate the
harvest at our morning service on Sunday 2nd

October. As last year our donations of food will
go to the fThurrock oodbank and the cash
donations to the Tearfund.
Tearfund Big Quiz night - we plan to run this
event again this year towards the end of
November - so quizzers watch out for the date!

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be with
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

https://www.friendsofessexchurches.org.uk/ride-stride
https://www.friendsofessexchurches.org.uk/ride-stride


Reflections from The Rectory
In the July edition of Pewtalk I told you that the Church of England
was ‘going green’.
It had made the decision to do so in response to the commandment
of Jesus to ‘love God and our neighbour’ and the Anglican
Communion’s fifth Mark of Mission, ‘To strive to safeguard the integrity
of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth’.
The Church national and local wants to play its part in tackling the

climate emergency and hopes to have reduced its carbon consumption to net-zero by 2030.
Chelmsford Diocese has pledged to go further than this and become an Eco Diocese. That
means they are encouraging churches within the diocese to see what they can do to become
more environmentally friendly.
The steps they suggest each parish takes are: to pray about it, discuss it as a PCC, measure
energy use, switch to a green energy supplier, create a zero carbon plan, become an Eco
church and involve the community.
In response to this vision ‘Faith and the Environment’ has become a regular agenda item for
the PCC. At the September meeting we will be undertaking an Eco Church Survey. The survey
asks us to think about the environment in relation to our Worship and Teaching; our Buildings;
our Land; the Community and Global Engagement and our Lifestyle. The survey will help us
see what improvement or changes we can make. We have made a good start though and
Recycling is happening in earnest at both St Catherine’s and St Francis. We recycle plastic,
paper, glass and foil and we have signed up to collect and return Terracycle items. In addition
to this we are also collecting tablet blister packs to be returned to Superdrug or Boots. And all
of the tea and coffee used at Church is Fair-trade. 
Sometimes it is easy to think that caring for the environment is the responsibility of others –
the Government, scientists and environmentalists. But it is for all of us to care and play our part
even in the smallest of ways.
The extreme weather conditions of this summer and the high number of wild fires across Essex
and other parts of the UK has brought caring for the environment into much sharper focus.
Indeed our own lovely St Catherine’s church
came very close to being effected when there
was a fire in the nature reserve near Coal House
Fort. Thanks must go to the emergency services
and local farmers for bringing the blaze under
control.
Sometimes having a visual dimension as part of
the conversation can help us ‘see’ what it is we
are being called to care for and I would like to
draw your attention to ‘Gaia at Chelmsford
Cathedral’. Gaia is a touring artwork by UK artist
Luke Jerram. Measuring six metres in diameter



and created from 120dpi detailed NASA imagery of the Earth’s surface, the artwork provides
the opportunity to view the planet, floating in three dimensions. It will be suspended, two metres
up, giving visitors an opportunity to see the earth as astronauts see it from space and will fill
the nave of Chelmsford Cathedral. Artist Luke Jerram hopes that visitors will be inspired, seeing
our planet in a new way and that the installation will give people an opportunity to reflect on its
vulnerability. The Gaia artwork is at the Cathedral 12th– 29th September. More information is
available on the Cathedral website and instructions on how to book tickets. So be inspired and
see the earth from a new perspective.

Every Blessing to all,

News from the Thurrock foodbank

The last few months have been very busy ones for the Thurrock
food bank and for the distribution centre that we run at Saint Francis
in Linford. We have come close to running out of food for our clients
even though we hold enough stock each week for four families, two
couples, and two single people.
This pattern has been true for many of the other distribution centres
in Thurrock. At the same time donations of food have fallen as the

increase in the cost of living (particularly energy) has reduced the ability of people to make
donations.
All of us involved in the food bank hope that we will continue to be able to support our clients
who are often in the most difficult of situations. This has been particularly true during the summer
school holiday when free school meals have not been available.
It is to be hoped that the various harvest collections in schools and churches will, as they have
in the past, substantially increase our stock in the warehouse. In addition, we have several
supermarket collections planned (see the advert on the inside back page). If you would like to
help by giving out leaflets or receiving customers’ donations, please get in touch using the e-mail
address on the advert.
In addition to food the foodbank, like any other charity, needs funds. One way that you can help
is by attending the CDOT concert on Saturday 1st October at Sockets Heath Baptist church.
More details are in the advert on the inside back page of last month’s magazine.
Cost of Living Crisis
The Thurrock food bank together with the Trussel Trust try to help those in crisis in ways other
than just food. Recently a document containing ideas for helping with the cost-of-living crisis
was distributed. It sets out a number of steps that can be used to see what help might be
available. The document is too large to reproduce in this magazine and so it has been included
as a link on the homepage of our website. If you or anyone you know would like to read it please
go to the website.



General Synod Presidential Address by the Archbishop of York
(This is an edited version of Stephen Cottrell’s recent speech)…

Following Jesus isn’t easy.
In the public square our words will often be misunderstood,
misinterpreted and misquoted. People will think we’re woke, naïve,
misguided, too left wing, too right wing, too liberal or too
conservative. We will be applauded for taking a moral stand, and
pilloried for getting involved in politics. At the same time. On the same issue. But, knowing
very well that we will sometimes get it wrong, what we are trying to be, is faithful to Jesus.
In personal witness we will sometimes meet scorn, apathy, even hostility. That which
means most to us, will be considered trivial, laughable and neanderthal by some. But
when we do share the gospel, we will find ourselves standing on the holy ground of other
people’s stories - and their pain - and often we won’t have the words to say, such as
when we're ministering to those whose lives are cut short, or when taking the funeral of
a child.
Our hearts will be pierced, and like Mary standing at the foot of the cross, our witness
will be a silent vigil and a determination to abide.
We will carry a towel, not a flag.  We will issue an invitation, not a summons. We will,
wherever possible, roll away stones.
In overseeing and resourcing the church for ministry, a responsibility that we all share,
we will have to make painful and difficult decisions. In facing up to mistakes, we will be
humbled, especially by our failings to safeguard the Church or to root out racism or even
just to communicate well, and show kindness to each other, in these things, we will be
pierced and broken.
Yet the sight of the Most High gladdens and sustains us. For me, that is around the table
of the Lord and in the daily slog and diet of prayer and the comfort of scripture.
And for all of us, laity, priests and bishops, the whole people of God, we must, as our
first priority and the first call upon our lives, pay attention to those sources of replenishing
grace that are given us in word and worship, in sacrament and fellowship, enabling us
to persevere, to get better, to make amends, to love one another.
So this is what I say to myself each day: Stephen, know your need of God; know that
you need resources outside yourself; don’t believe your own publicity; own up to your
mistakes; don’t think you’re in charge or this is your church. It isn’t. And seek out those
places of prayerful contemplation and replenishing where you will know God’s love for
you.



The Passion Play at Oberammergau

Pam Painter and I had the privilege and pleasure of a coach trip to watch this amazing play.
Pam is planning a piece about our journey, this is about the play.
During the 17th century, Oberammergau was involved in the distressing times of the Thirty
Years War which was fought from 1618-1648. The plague was one of the many infectious
diseases which resulted from the war. A local man brought the plague to Oberammergau.
In the villagers sorrow, brought on by the deaths from the plague, the leaders of the
community came together and in 1633 made a vow.
If the dying stops, every ten years they would stage the ‘play of the passion, death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.’
From that vow on, no further deaths were recorded.
Over the years the play has been revised many times, in 2022 the text is taken from St
Johns Gospel.
There are many commitments the local community make to take part in the play.

  None of them are professional actors or singers.
  They were either born in Oberammergau or have lived there for more than

20 years.
  Once they are given their parts the men commit to not shaving their faces

or cutting their hair.
  The main characters visit Jerusalem in the early months of the year to help

develop their interpretation of the characters.
The play included people of all age groups from 4 months to over 90 years.
The play is enacted from May to October, 5 performances a week with an open air stage,
seating over 4,300 people. There are over 200 people involved in the play and all the
main characters have two people who play the part.
The play in spoken and sung in German but if you know the gospel it is easy to follow the
storyline. We were also given an English text book to help follow the play. The play is 5
hours long, with a two hour break half way through to have an evening meal.



The realistic interpretation of the play was a little upsetting, the whipping of Christ, The
actual crucifixion of three men on stage. But……. the acting, the singing the staging, was
as professional as any theatre performance you could see in the West End.
Times have changed since the first play: nowadays about 100 performances are held
during the year, all to packed audiences.  Financially things have changed too; whereas
at one time, citizens had to fund the Passion Play from their own pockets, it has now
become a valuable source of income. Nonetheless, what drives many people to take part
is the same vow first made in 1633, again and again you hear people say ‘we must fulfil
our vow.’
God willing, the next play will be performed in 2030. I’ll see you there.

With blessings  Kathy

The Children’s Society.
I am the box coordinator for the Children’s Society in this parish
and I have been doing it since 1987 when I took over from Jane
Gowers.
I currently have 8 box holders, two of these being new ones. In
the past couple of years I have lost 4 box holders, 2 have died
and 2 moved away. Being a box holder means having a box in
your home and filling it with loose change. The boxes are emptied

once a year and returned to you to refill.
A little bit about the Children’s Society.
Sunday School teacher Edward Rudolf founded it in 1881, their aim is to make children’s
lives better. The challenges children face today are vastly different to 140 years ago but
the Society’s determination to adapt and ensure it is providing young people with the help
they need remains the same.
They support children through serious challenges like poverty, abuse, exploitation and
mental health. By providing therapy, advice and information  children are kept safe  and
they always have somewhere they can turn to for help
For the last 10 years children’s well being has been in serious decline. Young people  say
many of the issues they face are caused by the laws and systems around them. So, in
the decade ahead the Children’s Society  have set themselves the goal of overturning this
decline and ensuring that this generation of children can have a happier, safer childhood.
They are our future and as Christians we need to support them as best we can. So, I have
spare boxes. If anyone feels that they would like to support this worthy cause please see
me or give me a call on either:- 01375 859952 or 07525 179278.

June Schroeder

For more information about the Children’s Society see:- www.childrenssociety.org.uk



Christmas shopping
Of course, this is September and Christmas is some time in the future. However soon the
shops (if not already) will be full of Christmas ideas. Similarly, many of the on-line ethical
suppliers will have their catalogues ready. In previous years Kim and I have bought our
Christmas cards and other items from the likes of Traidcraft (www.traidcraftshop.co.uk) and
The Leprosy Mission (www.leprosymission.org.uk). In our limited experience it is a good idea
to shop early with these suppliers as it has been known for product to quickly sell out.
Also, if you are shopping for Christmas online, please think of using easyfundraising where
the supplier makes donations using this scheme.

Chris Ford

When the Church first agreed that the Earth went around the Sun
(by Tim Lenton )

It was only 200 years ago, on 11th September 1822, that the
Roman Catholic Church admitted that the 16th century
astronomer Galileo Galilei might have been right about the
Earth orbiting the Sun.  The College of Cardinals reversed
the Church’s condemnation of his ideas. Galileo had spent
the last nine years of his life under house arrest for publishing
his work on the subject.
Galileo (1564 –1642) was a brilliant scientist and a pious
Catholic. Albert Einstein called him the father of modern science, and he was one of the
first to state that the laws of nature were mathematical. He was not infallible, however: his
theories on tides were quite wrong: he described the idea that the moon influenced them
as “childish” and “occult”.
His support for heliocentrism, a theory that had existed since the Ancient Greeks, however,
was spot on, but the consensus at the time – political, scientific and religious – held that
the Earth was the centre of the universe, and that any other view was “foolish, absurd and
heretical”. That was the conclusion of the Inquisition in 1615.
Some 17 years later, Galileo published his theories, but unfortunately in a way that alienated
the Pope, who until then had given him support as a scientist. He was tried by the
Inquisition, who found him “vehemently suspect of heresy”, forced him to recant, and
subjected him to house arrest. It could have been worse.
The Cardinals’ decision in 1822 was a bit late to help Galileo, but it represented a big shift
for the Roman Catholic Church – though it was not until 1835 that his work was removed
from the Vatican’s list of banned books. And it was only in 1992 that Pope John Paul II
conceded officially that the Earth was not stationary in the heavens. Eight years after that
he apologised to Galileo for the way he had been treated.





PARISH DIARY FOR  SEPTEMBER
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments. Please see our
weekly newsletter for the latest information. It can be found on our

Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

   4 Sep   12th Sunday after Trinity
    “Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s             10.00am

                           Service of Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s   4.30pm
        6 Sep  PCC meeting at St. Catherine’s       7.00pm
        7 Sep     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        8 Sep  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      11 Sep    13th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s with Revd. Max Blake   10.00am

      14 Sep     Morning Prayer at St. Francis       10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      15 Sep  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      18 Sep    14th Sunday after Trinity
    “Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s             10.00am

            “Café church” Service of Holy Communion at St. Francis   4.30pm
       21 Sep     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
       22 Sep  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
       24 Sep    Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s     10.00am-noon

       25 Sep    15th Sunday after Trinity
                          Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s             10.00am
   Baptism at St. Catherine’s      12noon
   St. Catherine’s open afternoon with teas.    2.00pm-4.00pm
       28 Sep     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
       29 Sep  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00
       30 Sep   Claire Frend’s “MacMillan” coffee morning at St. Francis  10.00-11.45am
         1 Oct   CDOT concert for Thurrock foodbank at Sockets Heath Baptist      7.30pm

         2 Oct   Harvest Festival
    “Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s             10.00am

                           Service of Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s   4.30pm
        5 Oct     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during August
Baptisms
  14 August Tommy Lee Woodham
  21 August Beau Lenny Dove-Webb
Weddings
  None
Committal of ashes
  None
Funerals
  24 August Irene May Caffell
Burials

None

        6 Oct  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

        9 Oct    17th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      12 Oct    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      13 Oct  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road
Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com

mailto:warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
mailto:warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com

